January 4 Sermon

“The Undercover Boss” John 1:10-13

My last name means something in my hometown.

It has a reputation, a legacy behind it. It went back many years in the
township.

It went back to my great-great granddad, or even further than that, not
sure.

He was known as a horse thief. Or that is what the folklore was back then.
Not sure if it was true.

Story goes that he snuck across the county in the middle of the night, crept
across the barnyard, climbed on the roof of the barn, and waited for the
horses to be in just the right position.

He would then leap from the barn roof right onto the back of a horse and
rode across the county.

Fast forward a few generations.
My Dad was a great carpenter in that small community in northeastern
Ohio. He built our first house. He earned a reputation for helping our

neighbors build their house.

My uncle John's house was over the ridge to the south of our house, which
sloped down to the creek below, and there was my grand folk’s farm.

Fitzsimmons meant something in my hometown when I was
young...Wayland, Ohio.

Those three brothers...including my dad. Great carpenters. Not great in
other areas of life. But great carpenters!



For me, I never had the talent to be a great carpenter!

I met another carpenter, who showed me how I could help build the
kingdom of heaven.

He spoke to my heart, and I cherished His Word.

As I got older, I learned more about this Jesus.

His name meant something in his village. Great carpenters!
Like his dad, Jesus was a great carpenter!

In Jesus' hometown of Nazareth, they dismissed his divine authority
because they were too familiar with his human life.

So, how did he display his true glory? He had to make a name for himself,
but how?

I imagine a CEO who decides to go "undercover" at his own company,
working a low-level job in the mailroom or on the factory floor for a week.

He listens, observes, and builds relationships with the employees, who see
him as just a regular co-worker named "Joe from the mailroom."

At the end of the week, in a company-wide meeting, "Joe" steps up to the
podium and begins to speak with incredible wisdom about the company's
operations, challenges, and future vision.

He announces major, life-changing benefits for all employees.

The initial reaction of the other employees might be amazement, followed
by confusion and skepticism: "Isn't that just Joe from the mailroom?

We know his background; he's just a regular guy. Who is he to be making
these promises?"



Their familiarity prevents them from recognizing his true identity and
authority as the CEO.

This is like Jesus in Nazareth. The people knew him as the carpenter's son,
the boy who grew up down the street.

Their personal history with his human life made it difficult for them to
accept his divine calling and authority as the Messiah.

Jesus acted much like an Undercover Boss, appearing to work “incognito”

His own did not recognize Him. Yet, he learned about what the people
were talking about.

e A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners
(Matthew 11:19).

e A good teacher (John 3:2).

e A prophet (Matthew 21:11).

e Heis out of his mind (Mark 3:21).

e The Son of God (Matthew 16:16).

These different labels show that people often try to fit Jesus into their
existing boxes or comfort zones.

The challenge is that Jesus defies simple labels. The only accurate label, the
one that requires a full life commitment, is the one revealed by God: He is
the Christ, the Savior of the world.

Jesus did not come to see what we go through. He came to do something
about it. He carried our burdens, took our punishment, and then turned
around and offered us eternal life with him.

He walked beside the broken, ate with outcasts, and touched the
untouchable. He changed the trajectory like Peter, who was Simon, and
Paul, formerly known as Saul. How we are tasked to protect that legacy.

Our names matter. We have a legacy to pass on. The CEO undercover boss
goes back to their high-rise office but changed, we also can change!



Jesus is always here, transforming our lives, changing our trajectory.
Amen.



