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Dear Friends in Christ, As we begin the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, March 5, let us recall the 
words of the Apostle Paul delivered to us all in Philippians 4:6-7: There is no need to worry; but if there is 
anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which 
is so much greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. 

 

Our world desperately needs peace. When seeking it, we are blessed by the writings and wisdom of the 
late Henri Nouwen. In his book, ñReaching Out: The Three Movements of the Spiritual Life,ò he describes 
the Christian life as a journey of reaching out to our innermost self, reaching out to our fellow human 
beings, and reaching out to God. The third movement of the Spirit, reaching out to God, requires three 
ñrulesòðcontemplative reading of the word of God, a silent listening to the voice of God, and a trusting 
obedience to a spiritual guide. ñWithout the Bible, without silent time, and without someone to direct us, 
finding our way to God is very hard and practically impossible.ò  

 

According to John Calvin, father of Presbyterianism, Lent is a ñsuperstitious observance.ò He believed that 
fasting, denying oneself food during Lent, was a practice that was developed by the church but not taught 
by Christ.  

 

One blogger, when reading this excerpt from Calvinôs Institutes, wrote, ñCalvin is a moron!ò That is a little 
harsh. But I believe Lent can be a time of drawing our focus to the scriptures, to silence, and to guidance 
provided by a spiritual director. God really wants a ñfast of the heart,ò a time when, as Theophan the 
Recluse (1815-1894) wrote: ñone must descend with the mind into the heart, and there stand before the 
face of the Lord, ever present, all seeing within you.ò  

 

The Eastern Orthodox Church has given us the gift of ñThe Jesus Prayerò which helps us draw our mind 
deeper and deeper into the presence of Christ. The Jesus Prayer is, ñLord Jesus Christ, have mercy upon 
me.ò ñLord Jesus Christ, have mercy upon me.ò Over and over, we are invited to pray this prayerðaudibly, 
softly, with every breath. This is a gift and, when practiced, Lent becomes a deeper journey and life itself is 
richer and fuller.  

 

So, as the season of Lent begins, let us read the word of God contemplatively. Let us be silent and listen 
for the voice of God. Let us identify a spiritual guide or director and be obedient to the wisdom that they 
share.  

 

Blessings~ 

Pastor Michael 
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From the bestselling author 
of Manchester 
Christmas comes a new 
adventure full of love, 
generosity, and heart-
pounding intrigue.   
 

Following the runaway success 
of her first novel, Chase 
Harrington is hiding in 
Manhattan. Assuming the 
visions from her past are behind 
her, Chase takes an 
assignment that lands her in the 
center of a new mystery 
surrounding a mansion known 

as Briarcliff Manor and deceased millionaire Sebastian 
Winthrop. 
 

A letter, left by Sebastian, reveals three secrets 
surrounding the mansion where Chase is now living. 
Silent messages begin to appear, urging her to help 
those closest to her who are now in peril, including a deaf 
child shut away from the world and a war veteran still 
haunted by his past. 
 

With her handsome boyfriend, Gavin, and faithful dog, 
Scooter, at her side, Chase must unlock the secrets of 
Briarcliff, help those she has come to love and face the 
surprise ending not even she saw coming. 
 

This latest Chase Harrington adventure is so full of 
romance, kindness, mystery, and astounding twists and 
turns, it will leave you wanting to grab a flashlight and 
best friend, to go searching for clues in the dark 
 
The Inn at Eagle Hill: 3 in 1 Collection  
 

Get to know the men, women and families of Stoney 
Ridge and the relationships developing there.  
 

The Inn at Eagle Hill #1: ñThe Lettersò 
Rose Schrock is a plain woman with a simple plan. 
Determined to find a way to support her family and pay 
off her late husband's debts, she sets to work to convert 
the basement of her Amish farmhouse into an inn. While 
her family, especially her cranky mother-in-law, is 
unhappy with Rose's big idea, her friend and neighbor, 

Galen King, supports the 
decision and he helps with 
the conversion. As Rose 
finalizes preparations for 
visitors, she prays. She 
asks God to bless each 
guest who stays at the Inn 
at Eagle Hill. As the first 
guest arrives and settles in, 
Rose is surprised to 
discover that her entire 
family is the one who 
receives the blessings, in 
the most unexpected ways. 
And she's even more 
surprised when that guest 
decides to play matchmaker for Galen King. 
 

The Inn at Eagle Hill #2:  ñThe Callingò 
Twenty-year-old Bethany Schrock is restless. Her love life 
has derailed, her faith hangs by a thread, and she is 
spending the incredibly hot summer days wading through 
a lifetimeôs accumulation of junk at the home of five 
ancient Amish sisters. About the only thing that holds her 
interest is the spirited and dangerously handsome Jimmy 
Fisherïand he seems bent on irritating her to no end. 
When the sly old sisters and a guest at the Inn get 
Bethany involved in running the local soup kitchen and 
starting a community garden, she suddenly finds herself 
wondering, Shootfire! How did that happen? Despite her 
newfound purposefulness, a gnawing emptiness about a 
childhood mystery continues to plague her. Encouraged 
by Jimmy Fisher, she will seek out the answers she 
cravesïand uncover a shocking secret that will break her 
heart, heal it, and point her to love. 
 

The Inn at Eagle Hill #3: ñThe Revealingò 
Naomi King, soft spoken, loyal, and easily overlooked, 
has a gift. She sees what others can't see. Intuition, she 
calls it. Others in Stoney Ridge don't know what to make 
of it and dismiss her hunches and inklings altogether.  
 

When a young woman arrives at the Inn at Eagle Hill with 
a shocking secret about Tobe Schrock, Naomi fears the 
worst. She can't ignore the feeling that something sinister 
is at work-- something more than a threat to the tenuous 
love begun between her and Tobe. 
 

As signs mount, they begin to point to Jake Hertzler, the 
elusive mastermind behind Schrock Investments' 
downfall. Soon, events spiral hopelessly out of control 
and Naomi must decide whether to listen to her head or 
her heart. 
 

In this riveting conclusion to The Inn at Eagle Hill series, 
bestselling author Suzanne Woods Fisher pulls out all the 
stops with a fast-paced tale of deception, revelation, and 
just the right dose of romance.  
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Do you want to improve your memory?  A proven 
memory booster is  Reading a Novel.  A quote 
from The Complete Guide to Memory: The Science of 
Strengthening Your  Mind -  "Fiction is a challenge to 
your working memory, which has to follow a plot and 
keep track of characters. Your memory isn't nearly as 
challenged by nonfiction which lets you skip around 
and skim."  
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EARTH CARE NEWS 

The pill bottles we collect 
are sent to Matthew 25 
Ministries in Blue Ash, Ohio. 

This organization is involved in 
humanitarian aid and catastrophic 
disaster relief.  The pill bottle program is 
one of several programs they support. 
Recycling your pill bottles serves two 
purposes. SERVING THE POOREST OF 
THE POOR - In developing countries, 
medicines are often dispensed into hands, 
leaves, or any other available containers. 
Donations of clean, empty plastic pill 
bottles help improve these situations.  
HELPING THE ENVIRONMENT - 
Recycling only a portion of the millions of 
plastic prescription bottles that are used 
by pharmacies each month results in 
signi­cant energy conservation, 
greenhouse gas reduction and keep 
thousands of bottles out of land­lls.  You 
can help improve the quality of our 
environment and health care in hospitals 
and health clinics in developing countries 
by saving and donating basic medical 
supplies such as pill bottles. 

 

PRESBYTERIAN  
WOMEN  

 
Bible Study  

 

March 13ñCircleñFellowship Hall 2 PM  

Let Justice Roll Down  
 

Lesson 5: Air Quality (Make-up lesson)  
Bible Study Leader: Peggy Fitzsimmons 

 

Lesson 6: Climate Change 
Scripture:  Ecclesiastes 1:14; 2:24; 3:9ð11; Isaiah 22:13;  

Jeremiah 37:11ð16; Luke 12:16ð21; 12:19;  
1 Corinthians 13:12 (KJV)  

 

Bible Study Leader: Marie Wenger 
Hostess: Linda Clark 

 

    What do you think a prophet is? Some imagine  
a fiery preacher calling us to shape up and get right 
with God. Prophets can be like that, especially when 
poor people are getting a raw deal.  Some people 
think prophets foretell the future.  Some prophets 
do talk about the future, but often it is about the 
consequences of our injustice.  
    In 1856, American scientist Eunice Newton Foote 
found that carbon dioxide causes heat to hold longer 
- thus causing the earth to have an increasingly 
higher temperature.  However, few people saw the 
implications of a warming atmosphere until the 
1970's.  
    We have been like the rich man in Luke 12:16-21 
in that we have given little thought for the future 
consuming as much as we can for as long as we can.  
We have deferred repairs to God's good earth until 
the deferred maintenance is bringing the earth's 
structures down.  
    WHAT TO DO?  Come learn, discuss  

together and see where God might lead us. 

 

 

 

 

PW Gathering  
March 27ñHarmony Homeñ2 PM 

Programñ Spring Fling  
Program Chairperson: Carol Heltenberg  

Hostess: Arlene Vetter 
 

We will have a short meeting after we are  
finished with the residents.  
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Yuma Ministerial Association 

2025 Lenten Luncheon Services 
Theme: òWhat Would Jesus Do?ó  

 

òPray like Jesusó 
Matthew  6:5-15 

March 13ñSt. Johnõs Lutheran Church 
  

òForgive like Jesusó 
Ephesians 4:32 

March 20ñFirst Southern Baptist Church 
                                

òLove like Jesusó 
John 13:34 

March 27ñYuma Methodist Church 
  

òServe like Jesusó 
Matthew 20:28 

April 3ñFirst Presbyterian Church 
  

òWalk like Jesus 
1 Peter 2:21 

April 10ñYuma First Church of the Nazarene 
 (Partnering with YCC and CNE) 

 
All services will begin at 12:00 noon             
and will end before 1:00 pm                       

for those attending on a lunch hour. 
  

Lunch will be served and 
there will be a free-will offering. 
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xħťƘħťҳÉƘƝġƸ 
Ñņħҳ ġƝŞƘҳÉƝťġĀƸҳÉěņŭŭŞҳěŞĀƏƏҳƲŉŞŞҳęħĿŉťҳĀҳǐưħ-ƲħħŚҳxħťƘħťҳƏƘƝġƸҳŭťҳÉƝťġĀƸҺҳ~ĀƋěņҳлҹҳҳӤ?ŉƋƘƸҳ
[ħħƘҳӍҳ9ņĀťĿħġҳcħĀƋƘƏӥҳƲŉŞŞҳŞŭŭŚҳĀƘҳ ħƲҳÑħƏƘĀŤħťƘҳěņĀƋĀěƘħƋƏҳƲņŭҳŤħƘҳsħƏƝƏҳĀƘҳƏŭŤħҳƈŭŉťƘҺҳҳҳ
ħŉƘņħƋҳƘņƋŭƝĿņҳěƝƋŉŭƏŉƘƸҳŭƋҳťħħġҺҳĀťġҳƘņħҳħǌħěƘҳƘņħҳħťěŭƝťƘħƋҳņĀġҳƝƈŭťҳƘņħŉƋҳ
ŞŉưħƏҹҳòŭƝҳĀƋħҳŉťưŉƘħġҳĀťġҳƲħŞěŭŤħҳƘŭҳŗŭŉťҳƝƏҳŉťҳƘņħҳľĀƋҳťŭƋƘņҳÉƝťġĀƸҳÉěņŭŭŞҳ
ěŞĀƏƏƋŭŭŤҳӖŗƝƏƘҳƈĀƏƘҳƘņħҳťƝƋƏħƋƸӗҳĀƏҳƲħҳŗŭƝƋťħƸҳƲŉƘņҳƘņŭƏħҳƲņŭҳľŭŞŞŭƲħġҳsħƏƝƏҳ
ŭťҳġƝƏƘƸҳƈĀƘņƏҺҳĀťġҳěĀŤħҳĀƲĀƸҳƲŉƘņҳĀҳƘƋĀťƏľŭƋŤħġҳņħĀƋƘҹҳҳ 

 

Dear Yuma Friends, 

I'm so appreciative of 

the prayers and well 

wishes you conveyed in 

the retirement card you 

sent.  The Yuma 

church will always 

hold a special place in 

my heart because that's where my earliest 

faith formation occurred through your    

teaching and by example.  You loved my    

parents, siblings and me through thick and 

thin.  My heart is full of gratitude.  

Thank you one and all.  May God continue to 

bless and keep you in Christ's peace. 

With love, 

Louise (Westfall) 

Give thanks to the 
LORD, for he is good; 
his love endures  
forever. 

 
1 Chronicles 16:34 

In need of prayer?  

!9DD DA;= 1==<GJ> җҕҎ-ҔґҎ-ҎҎҕҏ GJ (9F=L !MDD=F җҕҎ-ғҖҎ-җҒҔҖ 

LG 9;LAN9L= L@= ;@MJ;@ӐK HJ9Q=J ;@9AFӄ 



 

 
 

Next Session meeting will be held Tuesday, March 18th at 5:30 pm.                                                            
Committee Reports are due in the church office Thursday, March 13th.                                                         
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^ĔŽŽĔĳĬǜĳĬǜƍĀǜ^ĳŝĀ 
¤ŭĬ [ƠĬúƵ ]ŷǅƠ ŷĿĿ ÅœúƠŖŭŊ ¤ĿĿĬƠŖŭŊ Ǝ¤[]ÅƏĞ  

¿ĭĖĭŗǓĭģ ŀƣŹŪ yúƣĖŔ Ł ĺ !ƎƣŗŢ ǃǞğ ƸŔĭ ŋŗŀƸƨ ŀƣŹŪ ƸŔŗƨ 
»9ƐÔÅ!Ƒ Źŀŀĭƣŗůŋ ƨǈƎƎŹƣƸ ĭŀŀŹƣƸƨ ƸŹ ƣĭŢŗĭǓĭ Ŕǈůŋĭƣ 
ƸŔƣŹǈŋŔ ƸŔĭ »ƣĭƨČǖƸĭƣŗúů ]ǈůŋĭƣ »ƣŹŋƣúŪğ ƎƣŹŪŹƸĭ 
ģĭǓĭŢŹƎŪĭůƸ ƸŔƣŹǈŋŔ ƸŔĭ »ƣĭƨČǖƸĭƣŗúů 9ŹŪŪŗƸƸĭĭ  
Źů ƸŔĭ ÅĭŢŀ-AĭǓĭŢŹƎŪĭůƸ Źŀ »ĭŹƎŢĭğ úƨƨŗƨƸ ŗů úƣĭúƨ Źŀ 
ģŗƨúƨƸĭƣ ƸŔƣŹǈŋŔ »ƣĭƨČǖƸĭƣŗúů AŗƨúƨƸĭƣ !ƨƨŗƨƸúůĖĭƓ 
èúƸĖŔ ŀŹƣ ¤[]Å ĭůǓĭŢŹƎĭƨ úǓúŗŢúČŢĭ ŗů ƸŔĭ Ǝĭǔƨğ úůģ 
ŋŗǓĭ úƨ ǖŹǈ úƣĭ úČŢĭƓ 

Blue T-shirt Sunday 

Show your support for Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance (PDA), one of the recipients of 
the One Great Hour of Sharing offering, and 
wear something BLUE on Sunday, March 9. 
The PDA program does exactly what it says:       
provides assistance, hands-on and financial, 
to places that have experienced disasters 
(hurricane relief in North Carolina; wildfire  
relief in California;  many other locations.)          
     Letôs create a BLUE-OUT on March 9!  
 

,ĳīĔĬČǜŽĳĳĬǤ 
Be on the look-out for the OGHS kickoff event 

ñAdopt-a-Bunnyò. 

?s««s~|^ª· <s{ ?g5szz 
 

Many years ago, Jim McGill, missionary to Africa, visited First Presbyterian, and shared his heart for     
the African countries he and his wife, Jodi, were serving.  Recently, we received a newsletter from Jim       
reporting from his latest locations in Niger and Ghana, Africa. He shared information that he has reunited 
with the Protestant Church in the Republic of Niger, and continues to support the work of WASH (Water, 
Sanitation, and Health) which works to alleviate the high rates of typhoid transmission in Ghana and    
Niger. Jim asks for prayers for the people of Niger as flooding and government sanctions continue to add 
challenges to everyday living. In response to the newsletter, the Mission Committee made a donation of 
$500.00 to Jim McGillôs mission ministry on behalf of the congregation of First Presbyterian. 
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Worship February 2025 

Presbytery February 2025 



 

 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

Every Sunday 
 
9:15 Sunday  
        School 
10:30 Worship 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 
 

Transfiguration 
of the Lord 

5:00 pm Bells 

3 
3:30 SingðHH 
 
 
7:00 Lions Club 

4 

 
 

 

  5 9-11 BSG 
 

6:00 pm Ash 
Wednesday 
Service 
 

Lent Begins 

6 

 
 

 

7 
 

World Day of 
Prayer 

8 

 

9 DST  

Begins 
 
 

 

9:45 Mission 

Blue T-shirt 
2:00 pm HH 
Worship 

5:00 pm Bells 

10 
 

3:30 SingðHH 

 

 

11 
1:00 YMA 

2:00 P&G 

5:30 Deacons 

 

12 
9-11 BSG 
 

5:15 Finance 
 

5:15 Trombones 
 

5:30 CE 
 

6:00 SD 

13 
Lenten Gathering 
12:00 St. Johnôs 
Lutheran 
 

2:00 PW 

14 

 

15 

16 
 

After Worship: 
St. Patricksô 
Day 

Celebration 

5:00 pm Bells 

17 
3:30 SingðHH  

 

 

 

7:00 Lions Club 

18 
 

19 
 

9-11 BSG 

 

5:15 Trombones 

 

20 
 
Lenten Gathering  
12:00 First 
Southern Baptist 

21 

 

22 
 

23 
 

 

 

5:00 pm Bells 

24 
3:30 SingðHH 

  

25 
 

 

 

26 
9-11 BSG 

5:15 Trombones 

5:30 CL 

6:00 SD 

27     12:00 

Lenten Gathering 
Yuma Methodist 
 

 

2:00 PW  
 

5-8 pm RCRC  
(FH) 

28 

 
 

29 
 

305th Sun 
 

-12:30 Rahm 
Family Dinner 
 

-3:00  Lenten 
Tomb Building 
 

-5:00 pm Bells 

31 
3:30 SingðHH 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

On March 
30th:  

5th Sunday 
Food Drive 
for RCRCôs 
Food Pantry 

5:30 Session  

Newsletter Deadline 

 
BBH-Baby Bear Hugs 
BSG-Bible Study Group  
CE - Christian Education 
CLðCongregational Life 
CC-Connections Committee  
MH- Memorial Hall 
HHðHarmony Home 
P&G - Property & Grounds 
PWðPresbyterian Women 
SDðSacred Dance 
SS-Sunday School 
W&MðWorship & Music 
WS-Worship Service 
YMAðYuma Ministerial Assoc. 

N¯|i^·Ï 
?^ªgr Ç 
Nk® ·~¯ª 
gz~gy«Ó  

Session      
Reports Due 

2025  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration now open through June 13th! 

For more information: https://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/ 

 

Deaconsȴ News 

February is the month Deacons give a giɮ of $10 
for every member that passed in the proceeding 
year. In 2024 we lost Beulah Maggard, Carol 
Dowell, Chris Ediger, Vickie Flemister, and Bill 
Wenger. Deacons will give a Memorial Giɮ of $50 
to Memorial Commiɯee.  Motion was made by 
Linda and seconded by Kristy. All voted yes. 

1 Steve & Linda Lindgren 

22 Justin & Dawn Blach 

28 Trent & Vickie Bushner  Sunday, March 2 2025 10:30 am   
Greeters: Roy & Merrily Mekelburg 
Worship Leader: Kiera Hess 
Candle Lighter: Bill Glanz 
Organist/Pianist: Leslie Woody, LuAnne Hoch  
 

Sunday, March 9, 2025 10:30 am  
Greeters: Kelsey & Kelby Andrews Family 
Worship Leader: Colette McCracken 
Communion Server: Adam & Chery Beauprez, Lynne 
McMurphy, Marie Wenger 
Candle Lighter: Carol Heltenberg 
Organist/Pianist: Leslie Woody, LuAnne Hoch  
 

Sunday, March 16, 2025 10:30 am   
Greeters: Lynne McMurphy, Dawn Blach 
Worship Leader: Jenna Zahller 
Candle Lighter: Rex Vetter 
Godôs Kids Time: Saralynn Vetter 
Organist/Pianist: Leslie Woody, LuAnne Hoch 
 

Sunday, March 23, 2025 10:30 am 
Greeters: Kristi & Tom Mekelburg Family 
Worship Leader: Bev Wenger  
Candle Lighter: Dave Hoch 
Organist/Pianist: Leslie Woody, LuAnne Hoch 
 

Sunday, March 30, 2025 10:30 am 
Greeters: Kristy & Brett Rutledge Family 
Worship Leader: Logan Glanz  
Candle Lighter: Adam Beauprez 
Organist/Pianist: Leslie Woody, LuAnne Hoch 
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1  Lindsey Galles 

4    Kali Mekelburg 

5  Rylie Robson 

8  Steve Winger 

9  Terrill Gardner 

10  Jeanne Triplett 

15 Jerrod Massey 

20 Dick Wenger 

23   Joni Winger  

27 Mellani Rutledge 

31 Mary Lou McMurphy  

February Worship 

2024 2025 

2/4        66  2/2         64  

2/11      62  2/9         64  

2/18      63  2/16       65  

2/25      77  2/23       64  


